Elsie Michie's book is an interesting and well-written one that will certainly need to be consulted by students of women in the nineteenth-century novel. It rotates very firmlyindeed exclusively -around five novelists (Austen; the Trollopes, mère et fils; Margaret Oliphant; and Henry James), and generally discusses three texts in each case: Pride and Prejudice,
commit itself to both political economy (loosely conceived) on the one hand, and to detailed discussion of fiction on the other, the book manages somehow to insulate the one from the other.
That having been said, everybody knows that women, with or without money, are the driving forces in nineteenth-century English novels (even those written by an American like Henry James). The 'golden dolly' of the eighteenth century had translated herself in the following hundred years into something strangely rich: a source of anxiety as well as cupidity. Michie's study is not as bold with this powerful theme as it might have been, but everyone interested in that theme will need to read it.
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